Irish Tennis Intervarsity 2009 (QUBLTC)
GENERAL

Q: What is the ITIV
A: Stands for Irish tennis Intervarsity. Hosted by a different university every year from the 4 main provinces.
Q: What is QUB?
A: Queen’s University Belfast Lawn Tennis Club
Q: How long have the tennis intervarsities been held?

A: Every year since the 1960’s
Q: Where do they take place?

A: The honour of hosting is shared amongst the main colleges in Ireland. This year they will take place at the Belfast Boat Club, hosted By Queen’s University
Q: When are they held?

A: Usually around late February/early March. This years dates are 10-14th March 2009.
Q: Are they any good?

A: Most tennis playing students will mark it as the highlight of the academic year.
Q: How many teams normally take part?

A: Usually around 30 teams split between male and female competitions. Each team has 6 players.
Q: What rules are used?

A: Standard ITF Rules
Q: What is the ITF
A: The International Tennis Federation (http://www.itftennis.com)
Q: How does the tournament work? 
A: The tournament is a team event such as the likes of the Davis Cup. First to 5 rubbers wins the tie.
Q: What is a rubber? 
A: A rubber is a single player from each team playing against each other.

ELIGIBILITY

Q: Who is eligible?

A: All students currently registered for an award-bearing course at HE institutions in Ireland. FE institutions are ineligible

Q: I’m not sure I’m eligible. What should I do?

A: Contact tennis@qub.ac.uk
Q: What form of ID is required?

A: A 2008-09 photographic student card, valid at the date of the intervarsities, issued by your university/college with your date of birth stated on it. Alternatively, a letter on headed paper that clarifies your student status, accompanied by photographic ID, is acceptable.  You will need this especially to gain entry into places around Belfast
Q: I am on placement this year. Can I play?

A: Yes, provided the relevant ID is produced

Q: Is there a year’s grace?

A: Yes, provided you haven’t left the university for longer than 5 years
Q: What happens I if forget my ID?

A: Your playing eligibility will be withdrawn, so don’t let down your team, remember your ID!
Q: Can separate campuses enter their own teams (e.g. GMIT or DIT) and how many?

A: Yes: each institution or campus may enter up to two teams. Firsts will gain preference over seconds. If the 16 spots from each sex have not been filled, thirds teams and so on will be accepted.
ENTRY

Q: How does my team enter?

A: An email to each institions club will contain the relevant document to be filled in. It can also be found on the intervarsity website. http://www.qubtennis.com/intervarsity Only entries made via this form are accepted.
Q: When will the entry form be available?
A: November 2008
Q: When does entry close?

A: 3rd March 2009
Q: Is it advisable to enter early?

A: Yes, as the places available are offered on a first come first served basis.
Q: So what, if a team pulls out?

A: QUBLTC will refund 66% of the entry fee. The rest will follow provided the intervarsity is not left in debt.
Q: Do many teams default?

A: No, it’s not known to happen after an entry form & payment has been received

Q: What’s the best way to send off the entry form?

A: Email it to tennis@qub.ac.uk, or post it to Lawn Tennis Club, Clubs & Societies, Student Guidance Centre, Queen’s University Belfast, University Road, Belfast, BT7 1NN
Q: How much does it cost to enter?

A: €300 (£240) per team. Working out to be €50 (£40) per player. Do not send cash through the post!
Q: What is my money going towards?
A: The hire of courts, tournament balls, free stuff over the week.
Q: What is the payee for cheques? 

A: “Queen’s University Lawn Tennis Club”
FORMAT

Q: What is the format?

A: 16 teams, 4 groups of a round robin format. Winners progress to semi-finals, Runners-up into a plate competition.
Q: How many players are there in a team?

A: Six
Q: Can they be male or female?

A: Same sex teams but both sexes are welcome.
Q: Can a reserve or replacement join a team?

A: Substitutes may replace a player at any stage of the tournament, however the substitute must be registered for a particular squad prior to the tournament. Referee’s discretion applies.
Q: What if my team turns up a man down?

A: They begin the tie 2-0 down.
Q: Can a player move between teams?

A: Absolutely not
Q: Can the team order change?

A: Yes, from match to match. But once the team order has been written down for a match, it cannot change for that match. Tournament edicate is that your play your best at no.1
CONDUCT

Q: What happens if anyone steps out of line?

A: Remembering that attendance at an intervarsity is like being on campus, QUB will take this up with the relevant college. Belfast Boat Club however have a zero-toleration policy, so do not cross so be safe and don’t cross the line.
Q: Is there a dress code?

A: There is a moderately enforced dress code at Belfast boat club. Traditional whites with tennis shoes. Team kits will be allowed if otherwise provided there is no alcohol advertisement or inappropriate language.
Q: What happens if I’m late for a match?

A: After 15 minutes you will forfeit the rubber. If the whole team is late by 30mins the entire tie is forfeited.
ACCOMMODATION

Q: Do you offer accommodation?

A: No, but we will advise on potential accommodation with our application packs & emails. Keep an eye on the website for further information
Q: What about food?
A: We intend to have some form of catering available for 3 of the nights. You will have to provide your own for the other 2.
Q: When should I book accommodation?

A: At the same time that you apply to the competition, to ensure you’re team stays together.
Q: How do I get to the boat club from my hotel?
A: A map will be inserted into the programme detailing how to get there from popular destinations. Also try googlemaps.
TIMETABLE

Q: What is a good time to arrive?

A: Monday 9th Evening before 8pm to ensure hotel booking and to attend informal gathering.
Q: What happens when we arrive?

A: There will be an informal gathering at approx 9pm on Monday 9th night. Play begins on Tuesday morning at 930am, and your captain will be given your welcome packs in the captains meeting at 9am.
Q: What if we can’t be there on the Tuesday morning?

A: Let us know and we will try to arrange your first match for the afternoon. First come first served.
Q: Is there registration on Monday evening?

A: No, this is informal. All registration will occur at the captains meeting on Tuesday morning, or Tuesday Lunch.
Q: Are there any other activities on the timetable?

A: Yes, we will have arranged some catering arrangements and entertainment.
Q: What is the timetable?

A: Play starts at 09.30 on Tues morning with the first round of round robin matches. Men and women will alternate between morning and afternoon sessions over the course of the week. Semi-finals are on Friday. Finals & presentation of awards on Saturday.
TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP

Q: How many groups are there?

A: 4 groups of 4 teams
Q: How do the matches work?
A: There will be 6 singles and 3 doubles rubbers. Everyone will be allowed to play their singles match. If the match has been won before doubles, then match will conclude.
Q: How are groups decided?

A: Winning a match earns 2 points. If even on points, Rubbers won & lost takes precedent. If still tied, whoever won the match between the two teams will go through.
Q: Are there seeds?

A: Yes, there will be four seeds, depending on previous years performances. The rest is a pure draw.
Q: Does the seeding remain all the way through?

A: only at the group stages.
Q: Will teams from the same college meet in the groups?

A: No

Q: How many teams qualify for the k-o stages?

A: The winner of the group enters the championship semi-finals. Runner-up into the plate semi’s.
Q: Will teams from the same group meet in the Semi-finals?

A: Yes, but the likelihood of this is quite slim.
Q: What prizes are awarded for the team event?

A: A perpetual cup and medals for winners, and medals for runners-up and plate winners. There is plans for other prizes as yet, but if funds allow it, this will be looked into.
Q: Is there a Team Plate?

A: Yes, as mentioned above.
CONTACTS

For entries and queries.
Chris Scorah
QUBLTC

Intervarsity Coordinator

tennis@qub.ac.uk
www.qubtennis.com
